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Part 1
Things about things (or Words about words)

Metadata
Metalanguage
Markup

Markup language
Tag
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Explaining things: metadata

Metadata: data (information) about things (or other data)

 e.g. Abook in alibrary has a description in the catalogue = metadata

* e.g. People and companies have short descriptions (address, phone number) in a
telephone book = metadata

e e.g. Persons, places, objects, events are described in an encyclopeadia = metadata

* e.g. Words are described in a dictionary = metadata

* e.g. Amanuscript in a repository, or a digital copy of a manuscript in a computer
has a description in a catalogue (printed or digital) = metadata

* e.g. Atext has been copied many times, with changes, and a collation/critical
edition have been produced to describe it = metadata

* can be descriptive (title/name, content/profession), administrative (access, rights,
use), structural (composition)
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Explaining things: metalanguage

Metalanguage: a language (words or symbols = terms) to describe another language
* e.g. grammatical categories sets (noun, verb, case, etc.) used to describe a human
language

e e.g. programming language, that is a set of terms to get a computer produce the
results you want
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Explaining things: markup

Markup: is needed to structure text to make it understandable (to humans and to
computers, but computers of course need more formal logic)

@

k Sometlmeb you're writing nothing but a filu.twmb }‘ful love scene, or a@r/

character study, or a drabble. In those cases, }nu{r-p canon is all you'll ::n—-/p.x
@ want or need, but t%es = Yuletide, a Big Bang, your own \\E‘l)

(Eap)
original novel-in-progress, that sprawling Au eplc that's been taking up ‘=9 P;
M
dash
@ all your spare |mgfﬁchnon for weeks/when you're going to want the \“-‘Q__Q
2" sort ui'%!-ﬁé details that add texture and depth 1o a 5tnr?f:f'nu md)%«: (1_“/11}"_

home ©
h@nL&/V blessed with a I’)l]ﬂ#ry that includes just the reference books you

ant or a local l1bral'},r with sympathetic Ilbrana.nsjlfnot there's always o
S‘J.:
@ the Inta:w:,bs . but sifting treasure from trash can be a challenge. ~
Jx)

Let's take a look at some ways to make the(World Wide(#eb cough up @/

the details that you need to write the story that you want.

-
= Q/H
K"_L"‘ } With examples mvolvmg the historical novel Frontier Wolf.
A ey -
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Explaining things:

Markup language: a set of rules governing

what markup information may be included in
a document and how it is combined with the

content of the document

/1.0 Feature - Researching to Add Richness
\" At s A
@
k Soml.hmf.b  you're writing nothing but a ﬁh\.twmb }‘fnl love scene, or 4@){/

character study, or a drabble. In those cases, }'nufn: -.:almn is all you'll 5”/5’-’;
b

nmcﬂa'ﬂ

i) twrimes 5 Yuletide, a Big Bang, your own T ™

i want or need, but
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original novel-in-progress, that sprawling Au epic that's been taking up \E_“f';
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(e dadk)
'/1 | \\ —)
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2 sort of M'[:iumlh that add texture and depth to a story” Y ou maybe .",
gme ¥

hame r}/hle\\cd with a lll)]ﬁry that includes just the reference books you

i o i :
all your spare imgﬁihnon for weeks/when you're going to want the

want or a local library with sympathetic Ilhranansjlt not, there's always o
: £5ie)
.Ll&j_:\\\. I___tht. Intarwebs ... but sifting treasure from trash can be a challenge.

\

/

Let's take a look at some ways to make the(World Wide(¥eb cough up | C;o“ /

the details that you need to write the story that you want.

1[_[‘]th examples involving the historical novel Frontier Wolf,

\L ey e S e -
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markup language

Marking | Location |Meaning
margin Align text vertically or horizontally, depending on the
- guidelines drawn in the text.
- margin Use boldface type for the marked text.
i inline Use boldface type on the text underlined with the
== zigzags.
" inline Capitalize the marked text.
inline Capitalize the circled text (alternate version).
Wide(Web
- margin Capitalize the indicated text.

margin and
inline

Insert a comma.

margin and
inline

Delete the marked text. When used inline, the longer
"tail" of the symbol erosses through the text to be

deleted.

margin and
inline

Delete the marked text and close up the characters on
either side to fill the space left.

e margin Insert an em dash (the insertion of an en dash is
. dodk
handled similarly)
inline Change the hyphen to an em dash (the change of a
hyphen to an en dash is handled similarly).
M inline Insert an em dash. Note the caret marking the insertion
A point, a notation that can be used for other insertions as
well, such as a single character or a word.
margin Use italic type for the marked text.

novel

inline

Ttalicize the text that's underlined.

IN HAMBURG
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Explaining things: markup language

Markup language: a set of rules governing
what markup information may be included in
a document and how it is combined with the
content of the document

/b-‘?\ \ " Feature - Researching to Add Richness » Feature - Researching to Add Richness
I\_/ WA A~ A A

@

;  Sometimes you're writing nothing but a Blistering Hot love scene, ot “@ Sametimes, you're writing nothing but g blistering hot love scene, or a
P .
character study, or a drabble. In those cases, yn%rtcanon is all you'll_a= /g character study, or a drabble. In those cases, ypur canon is all you'll
T

; —WarTtoTrTeTu DUt tiereareotiter-times—Yutetite, a Big Bang, your
@ want or need, but t%es ! Yuletide, a Big Bang, your own Wj}) ’ g &Y

own original novel-in-progress, that sprawling AU epic that's been taking

original novel-in-progress, that SPmWhng Al epic that's been taking up @) up all your spare imagination for weeks — when you're going to want
@ all your spare |mgfﬁchnon for weeks/when you're going to want the @_@ the sort of details that add texture and depth to a story.
2 sort ui'hﬂ-liiielmln that add texture and depth to a 5!0r$‘}nu md\%ﬁ ()_“ J"f' — You may be blessed with a home “brary that includes just the reference
ame T

Mm/yhlemd g )ﬂ”#')' i oo i oo bk books you want or a local library with sympathetic librarians. If not,

there's always the Intarwebs ... but sifting treasure from trash can be a

ant or a lo-cal l1bral'§,r with sympathetic Ilbrana.nsﬂfnot there's always o
- Ij challenge.
] the Inta:w:,bs . but sifting treasure from trash can be a challenge.
@ ¢ ¢ @ Let's take a look at some ways to make the World Wide Web cough up
iy »
Let's take a look at some ways to make the(World Wide(Web cough up @/ the details that you need to write the story that you want.

the details that you need to write the story that you want.
@g/ _ With examples involving the historical novel Frontier Wolf.

11;_[ ]th E!an‘lples lnvclw ng the historical rmvel Frontier Wolf.
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Explaining things: markug

Markup: is needed to structure text to |
computers, but computers of course ne

Feature - Researching to Add Richness
WA AAAAA A A A

2
k Sometime% you're writing nothing but a ﬁlistcring }‘fm love scene, or a@}

-
character study, or a drabble. In those cases, ynuﬁrg‘) canon is all you'll f}‘- / ‘o
-
@ want or need, bu!_?irﬁ&—;___(mrtimes{a Yuletide, a Big Bang, your own \E&f

original novel-in-progress, that spmwlmg An epic that's been taking up (Cap
T
S sort u['l-il-l-h):/dezlails that add texture and depth 1o a smrﬁ;f ou ma)g: @ / #_

hame ©
h@me/ r/—/ blessed with Eylli];éary that includes just the reference books you

ant or a local lil:!r:—]rj..r with sympathetic librarians A'If not, there's always o
Q‘Flthc Intarwebs ... but sifting treasure from trash can be a challenge. <
J

Let's take a look at some ways to make the(World Wide(#eb cough up /

+¢) all your spare |magﬁ5non for weeks)when you're going to want the

the details that you need to write the story that you want.

,I. o) With examp1es |nvclv| ng the historical novel Frontier Wolf.

Manuscripts

Manuscripts

The term M. (from Lat. manu scriptum, ‘writ-
ten by hand’) is applied to artefacts (codices,
unbound fascicles, scrolls, or even single leaves),
usually on parchment, much more rarely on paper
(writing on papyrus is not attested in the Ethio—
Eritrean region), which primarily carry texts
and/or paintings; their contents are themselves
of no relevance to the definition of M. as such.
Epigraphic writings (/7 inscriptions on stone,
metal, wood), occasional writings on paintings
(captions and legends), on pottery, textiles, and
other objects (such as #mdinbiri tabot), are not
to be considered M. On the other hand, scrolls
{whether /magic or not), although sometimes
considered separately, can be labelled M.

Christian, Islamic and Betd Asra’el cultures have
developed and been transmitted in Ethiopia and
Eritrea mainly through the production and pres-
ervation, in M. form, of numerous texts in vari-
ous fields (theological, liturgical, literary, histori-
cal, etc.) and in various languages (esp. /#Ga%z
and ./ Arabic, # Amharic, and, to a lesser degree,
AHarari, # Tagraiifia and others).

The peculiar and exceptionally relevant impor-
tance of M. in Ethiopian culture is determined
by the very late introduction of an extensive use
of /printing, which does not antedate the 19%
cent. (#Incunabula). Ethiopia and Eritrea are
still among the few countries where a tradition
of parchment M. (* Manuscript preparation) is
still alive. The M. tradition is rooted in the pe-
culiar past of the area, where — contrary to most
African countries south of the Sahara — written
tradition (starting from the 1= millennium B.C.
in the so-called “South-Arabian phase” of An-
cient Ethiopian history) has played a central role
in the development of civilization.

Manuscript studies

The study of M. is of major importance to re-
search in various fields of /Ethiopian studies.
Modern research, esp. recent trends starting
from the second half of the 20t cent., has clearly
distinguished various branches within M. stud-
ies, or “manuscriptology”, each one with its own
methodology and scope, based upon the funda-
mental distinction between text and what sup-
ports the text.

Codicology studies hand-written books as ar-
tefacts, with specific reference to their material
constituents and techniques of production (“ar-
chaeology of M.”, cp., e.g., Muzerelle 1985; Ma-

738

niaci 2002). [lluminations and drawings in M. are
the subject of art history.

#Palaeography considers the peculiarities of
writing and its general development and dating
(historically the first aim of palaecography), but
also the general “act of writing” in all its general
contexts and aspects (UhPal).

Text-criticism, or #philology in the narrow
sense (cp. Bausi in PICES 15b), has refined its
methods in the search for reliable criteria to es-
tablish the original reading of texts. It takes ad-
vantage of recent developments in other disci-
plines, witnessed, for example, by the emergence
of such specific sub-disciplines as “codicological
stemmatics”, or “material philology”. These new
research directions establish the relationships
between the M. and the texts they transmit, also
by tracing the history of each single M., its mate-
rial structure and/or the influence specific copies
may have exerted within a single textual tradition.
So far these recent disciplinary subdivisions have
seldom been applied to Ethiopian M. studies.

Ethiopic manuscripts

I. General topics in Ethiopic M. studies

There are fundamental issues in M. studies which
still need a definitive assessment, such as:

(1) The total number of manuscripts, inside and
outside Ethiopia and Eritrea

(2) Manuscripts inside Ethiopia and Eritrea

The exact number of Ethiopic M. in the Ethio—
Eritrean region is not known. The estimate that
there should be ca. 200,000 (excluding scrolls; cp.
Sergew Hable Selassie 1981:35) seems realistic if
one considers the minimum number of M. neces-
sary for every church for religious and liturgical
practice (the number of parishes ranging from
at least 13,000 to 32,350), and the occasionally
large M. collections still preserved in monastic
libraries (e.g., #Dibri Hayq dstifanos, ca. 200
M.; # Dibri Bizin, ca. 570 M.; . Gundi Gunde,
formerly 800 [?] and now ca. 220 M.; # Aksum
Sayon, several hundred M. at least). Although
still relatively little exploited by scholars and not
vet furnished with printed catalogues, two insti-
tutional Ethiopian libraries have rich M. collec-
tions: the Library of the #Institute of Ethiopian
Studies, ca. 1,500 M.; and the #National Archives
and Library of Ethiopia (NALE), ca. 850 M.

(b) Manuscripts outside of Ethiopia and Eritrea

The number of M. abroad rn:? be estimated to
be several thousands, most of them catalogued
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Explaining things: markug

Markup: is needed to structure text to |
computers, but computers of course ne

Note: the markup example on the right
(from the Encyclopaedia Aethiopica) uses
the markup convention of the
Encyclopaedia Aethiopica. Other books
may use e.g. italics for the main title,
qguotation marks for foreign words,
indentation for subtitle, 1 or bold type for
cross-references, etc., etc., etc.

When we speak of books, the markup
conventions are usually specific for each
publication project (single book, series),
publishing house and must be consistent so
that the human eye can easily understand
what is what = parse the description.

Manuscripts

The term M. (from Lat.{manu scriptum

D

Bold = titl

Manuscripts

ten by hand’) is applied™To~arrefaers{todices,
unbound fascicles, scrolls, or even single leaves),
usually on parchment, much more rarely on paper
(writing on papyrus is not attested in the Ethio—
Eritrean region), which primarily carry texts
and/or paintings; their contents are themselves
of no relevance to thegdghpition of M. as such.
Epigraphic writings
metal, wood), occasional writings on paintings
(captions and legends), on pottery, textiles, and
other objects (such as #mdinbiri tabot), are not
to be considered M. On the other hand, scrolls
{whether /magic or not), although sometimes
considered separately, can be labelled M.

Christian, Islamic and Betd Asra’el cultures have
developed and been transmitted in Ethiopia and
Eritrea mainly through the production and pres-
ervation, in M. form, of numerous texts in vari-
ous fields (theological, liturgical, literary, histori-
cal, etc.) and in various languages (esp. /#Ga%z
and ./ Arabic, # Amharic, and, to a lesser degree,
AHarari, # Tagraiifia and others).

The peculiar and exceptionally relevant impor-
tance of M. in Ethiopian culture is determined
by the very late introduction of an extensive use
of /printing, which does not antedate the 19%
cent. (#Incunabula). Ethiopia and Eritrea are
still among the few countries where a tradition
of parchment M. (* Manuscript preparation) is
still alive. The M. tradition is rooted in the pe-
culiar past of the area, where — contrary to most
African countries south of the Sahara — written
tradition (starting from the 1= millennium B.C.
in the so-called “South-Arabian phase” of An-
cient Ethiopian history) has played a central role
in the development of civilization.

O o S@e

niaci 2002). [lluminations and drawings in M. are

] ~aesu story.
hal Iégf?amggtgljonsidcrs the peculiarities of

writing and its general development and dating
(historically the first aim of palaecography), but
also the general “act of writing” in all its general
contexts and aspects (UhPal).

Text-criticism, or ./ philology in the narrow
sense (cp. Bausi in PICES 15b), has refined its
aj@@ds in the search for reliable criteria to es-
tablish the original reading of texts. It takes ad-
vantage of recent developments in other disci-
plines, witnessed, for example, by the emergence
of such specific sub-disciplines as “codicological
stemmatics”, or “material philology”. These new
research directions establish the relationships
between the M. and the texts they transmit, also
by tracing the history of each single M., its mate-
rial structure and/or the influence specific copies
may have exerted within a single textual tradition.
So far these recent disciplinary subdivisions have
seldom been applied to Ethiopian M. studies.

Ethiopic manuscripts

I. General topics in Ethiopic M. studies

There are fundamental issues in M. studies which
still need a definitive assessment, such as:

(1) The total number of manuscripts, inside and
outside Ethiopia and Eritrea

(2) Manuscripts inside Ethiopia and Eritrea

The exact number of Ethiopic M. in the Ethio—
Eritrean region is not known. The estimate that
there should be ca. 200,000 (excluding scrolls; cp.
Sergew Hable Selassie 1981:35) seems realistic if
one considers the minimum number of M. neces-
sary for every church for religious and liturgical
practice (the number of parishes ranging from
at least 13,000 to 32,350), and the occasionally

. . H — & : tions still preserved in monastic
M%I Llne break - mgﬁiﬁfgf‘;[)ﬁbrﬁ Hayq Hstifanos, ca. 200

The study of M. is of major importance to re-
search in various fields of /Ethiopian studies.
Modern research, esp. recent trends starting
from the second half of the 20t cent., has clearly
distinguished various branches within M. stud-
ies, or “manuscriptology”, each one with its own
methodology and scope, based upon the funda-
mental distinction between text and what sup-
ports the text.

Codicology studies hand-written books as ar-
tefacts, with specific reference to their material
constituents and techniques of production (“ar-
chaeology of M.”, cp., e.g., Muzerelle 1985; Ma-

I 738

M.; # Dibri Bizin, ca. 570 M.; . Gundi Gunde,
formerly 800 [?] and now ca. 220 M.; # Aksum
Sayon, several hundred M. at least). Although
still relatively little exploited by scholars and not
vet furnished with printed catalogues, two insti-
tutional Ethiopian libraries have rich M. collec-
tions: the Library of the #Institute of Ethiopian
Studies, ca. 1,500 M.; and the #National Archives
and Library of Ethiopia (NALE), ca. 850 M.

(b) Manuscripts outside of Ethiopia and Eritrea

The number of M. abroad may be estimated to
be several thousands, most of them catalogued

| Bottom page = page number
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Explaining things: using markup

Presentational markup: used for display, as in the examples above. This is the markup
invisibly applied the text editors you use. (And you may be surprised to know that
Word, OpenOffice and even Photoshop actually apply their markup in the same way,
only that you do not see it from the graphic user interface — but it is always there.)

Bold: Manuscripts
Plain: The term M. (from Lat. Italic: manu scriptum) ...

Manuscripts
The term M. (from Lat. manu scriptum) ...

Descriptive markup: assigns labels to describe the actual content; such markup can be
used both for displaying the data but also for looking for something in particular.

Title: Manuscripts
Paragraph: The term M. (from Lat. Foreign: manu scriptum) ... | ogi computer: look for all Foreign elements
Answer: manu scriptum

Manuscripts
The term M. (from Lat. manu scriptum) ...
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Markup languages
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1. Assign descriptions to each
word = label (sticky note) = tag

2. Use a predefined vocabulary
= set of tags

3. Can be understood
(processed) by humans and
computers

4. Must be logical and
consistent
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